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I. A L ETTER from Hans Sloane, 

M t T>. and S* R, S. with /ever a I 
Accounts of the Earthquakes in Peru 
October the 2 oth, 1687. And at 

Jamaica, February i$th 3 16 8 J. 

and j line the *jth. l6$2* 






5 /#, 

TH E Papers enclofed were the Accounts of th 
Earthquakes that were read at the Meeting of the 
Society, and conftdering they give Account of different 
Earthquakes, or that they contain differing Obferyati- 
ons of the fame Earthquake; and that we cannot have 
too many of the Phenomena, or Matters of Fadl accom- 
panying them recorded, I think it will be bed they be 
all prelerved for future u(e, and I have (eat the Papers 
themfelves, as moil fatisfa&ory, 

N°. 1. Is the Extract of a Spanijb Letter from Lima, 
giving an Account of a great Earthquake which happened 
in Pern the zotk. of Ohoher^ 1687. 

N°. i. Is an Account of an Earthquake which hap- 
pened in Jamaica on Sunday the i$tb. of Fehr. 168^. 
which I writ my felf, being prefent in it. 
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N°. 3. Is theExtraft of a Letter from one in Jamaica^ 
who was in the terrible Earthquake of June ytb. j6$z. 
Giving an Account of what he faw and felt himfelf in 
the Harbour of Port- Royal, and what one of his Ser- 
vants obfcrved at Port Roy aL 

N°. 4. Is the Extraflt of a Letter from thence of the 
a 3*/. of September, 1692. Giving an Account of the 
Sicknefs that followed the Earthquake of Jamaica^ and 
the Reafons of it, 

N°. 5-. Is part of a Letter of the xotk of Septemhe^ 
%6$z. Giving, a further Account from another Hand 
of the fame dreadful Earthquake of the jth. of June r 

N°. 6. Is part of a Letter, dated the 6th. of March ^ 
1693- from another Obferving Gentleman there pre- 
fent in the fame Earthquake of the ytb % of June, 1692. 
Giving an Account of what he faw himfelf, and heard 
of others about it. 

NP.7. Is part of pother from the fame Hand, 
giving fome more particulars about it. 

N\ 8. Is part of a Letter from a Gentleman in Ja* 
maica, to his Friend in London, Dated July 3*/, 16930 
which notwithftanding the Gentleman's being not pre- 
fect in the Eftft^qu^ke, y*t ^o»fitierif^ -bis -Jnduftry 
and Accuracy in relating what he heard from others is 
very curious. This was communicated by Dr. Chrifte* 
pher Love Morley* 

To 
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To thefc if you pleafe to contracl the Map of the 
Harbour of Port-Royal and Places adjacent herewith 
fent, &c. that one may fee where the Accidents chiefly 
happened, it will add much to thefe Relations. It will 
not be amifs likewife to take Notice, That that part of 
Port-Royal which funk was towards the Harbour Sandy, 
and the Sea adjoyning deep; and that Seamen who 
were then in the Port, allure me their Part and Suffer- 
ings in the Earthquake were very confiderable. One 
Captain had one of his Boys roufd out of one of the 
Port- holes of his Ship in its motion, by which he was 
drowned; and moft of them loft their Anchors and 
Cabtes which were towards the Wharfs or Town, which 
I fuppofe came from the Sand and Houfes falling on 
them ; and they after the Earthquake rode in fewer Fa- 
thoms Water than before, and one may believe that 
fome of the Phenomena may be accounted for from that. 
Jam 

Tour moB Qhedient Servant^ 



Hans Sloane, 



N-L 
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N°. I. 
An ExtraSi of a Letter of Father Alvarez de 
Toledo a Francifcaa Friar , Dated 29 OEt. 
1 687. from Lima, giving fome Particulars 
of an Earthquake which happened there the 
20 th of that Month. 

ON Monday, the xoth of Oftpb. (N. S.) at Four of 
the Clock in the Morning, came a horrible Earth- 
quake and Noife, with which fome Houfes fell , and 
fome were killed under their Ruines. 

At Five of the Clock in the fame Morning was ano- 
ther Shake with the fame Noife. 

At Six of the Clock in the aforefaid Morning, when 
we thought we had been all in Safety, came another 
Shake with great Fury and rufhing Noife ; the Sea with 
great Bdlowings came beyond it's Bounds, the Bells rung 
of themfelves, and the Deftru&ion was fo great, that no 
Buiftiing flood : The Noife was fuch, that tho fe in 
the Fields allure us, that the Cattle were in great Afio- 
nifhment. Callao> Canete, Pifco, Chancay , and Los 
ChoriUos, are all ruined. There are more than 5*000 
dead Bodies found, and they find more daily, fo that 
we know not their number. 

N°; II. 
The Inhabitants of Jamaica exped: an Earthquake 
every Year, &c. Some of them are of Opinion, that 
they follow their great Rains. One of them happened 
on Sunday the 19th of February, 16 82. about Eight in 
the Morning, I found in a Chamber one Story high the 
Cabinets, and feveral other Moveables on the Floor to 
reel, as if People had raifed the Foundations of the 
Houfe. I look'd out at a Window to fee what was the 
matter, and found that the Pigeons atjd other Birds in an 
Aviary hard by were on their Wings in a great Aflo 

N nilhment, 
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nifliment, keeping themfelves in that Pofture, not 
knowing where to alight. Wherefore concluding what 
it was, and the Danger in being in an high Brick Houfe, 
I made what hade I could to get out ; but before I had 
pafled through two Rooms, and got to the Stair-cafe, it 
was over. It came by Shocks ; there were three of 
them, with a little Paufe between, ft laded about a 
Minute of Time in all 5 and there was a fmall Noife ac- 
companied it. A pair of Stairs higher it threw down 
moft things off the Shelves, and had much more vi- 
fible Effe&s than below. This was generally felt all 
over the Ifland at the fame time, or near it ; fome 
Houfes therein being crack'd and very near ruin'd, others 
being uncovered of their Tiles, very few. efcaped fome 
Injury, and the People in them were generally in a great 
Confirmation, feeing them dance. The Ships in the 
Harbour at Port-Royal felt it ; and one who was Eaft- 
ward of the Ifland coming thither then from Europe, met 
with, as he faid, at the fame time, an Hurricane. One 
riding on Horfeback was not fenfible of ir. A Gentle- 
man being at that time abroad in his Plantation, told me, 
he faw the ground rife like the Sea in a Wave, as the 
Earthquake pafled along, and that it went Northward ; 
for that fome fmall time after he had felt it, he faw by 
the Motion of the tops of the Trees on Hills fome Miles 
diftant, that it had then reached no further than that 
place. The Spaniards who inhabited this Ifland, and 
thofe neighbouring, built their Houfes very low; and 
they confifted only of Ground-rooms, their Walls be- 
ing made of Pofts, which were as much buried under- 
ground as they flood above, on purpofe to avoid the 
Danger which attended other manner of Building from 
Earthquakes. And I have kzn in the Mountains afar 
off bare Spots, which the Inhabitants told me, were the 
Effefts of Earthquakes throwing down part of the Hills, 
which continued bare and fteep. 

Jamaica, 
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N° 1IT. 

J arnica y Junex 0.1691. 

The terrible Earthquake which happened tlie 

7th inftant between Eleven and Twelve of the Clock at 
Noon, fhook down and drowned Nine Tenths of the 
Town of Pert- Royal in two Minutes time, and all by 
the Wharf fide in'le'fs than one ; very few efcap'd there, 
I loft all myJPcopIs and Goods, my Wife and two Men, 
Mrs. B. and her Daughter. One white Maid efcap'd, 
who gave me an Account that her Miftrefs was in her 
Clofet two Pair of Stairs high, and flie was fent into the 
Garret, where was Mrs, B. and her Daughter when fhe 
felt the Earthquake, and bid her take up her Child and 
run down ; but turning about, met the Water at the top 
of the Garret Stairs ; for the Hfoufe funk down right, 
and is now near ;o Foot under Water. My Son and I 
went that Morning to Liguania, the Earthquake took us 
in the Mid-way between that and ?crt*RojaU where we 
were near being overwhelmed by a fwift rowling Sea, 
i\% Foot above fhe Surface, without any Wind ; but it 
pleafed God to fave us, being forced back to Liguania, 
where I found all Houfes even with the Ground ; not a 
place to put ones Head in, but ia Negro Houfes. 
The Earth continues to (hake five or fix times in 24 
Hours, and often trembling. Great part of the Moun- 
tains fell down, and fell daily* I pray God divert thofe 
heavy Judgments which ftiil threaten us. 

N° IV. 

We have had a very great Mortality fince the great 
Earthquake (for we have little ones daily) almoft half 
the People that efcap'd upon Port-Rojal are fince dead 
of a Malignant Fever, from Change of Air, want of dry 
Houfes , warm Lodging, proper Medicines, and other 
Conveniencies, 

N x Jamaica, 
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N°. V. 

Jamaica^ Sept. 10. itfpx. 

I doubt not but you have heard before this of our great 
Calamity : but however I will give you the Particulars 
as near as I can. In the firft place, great part of Port- 
Royal is funk ; that where the Wharfs was, is now 
fome Fathoms of Water ; All the Street where the 
Church flood is overilow'd, that the Water ftands fo 
high as the upper Rooms of thofe which are Handing. 
The Earth when it opened and flvallo wed up People, 
they rofe in other Streets, fome in the middle of the 
Harbour, and yet faved ; though at the fame time I 
believe there was loft about 2000 Whites and Blacks. 
fkt the North about 1000 Acres of Land funk, and 
Thirteen People with it ; all our Houfes thrown down 
all over the Ifland, that we were forced to live in Hutts. 
The two great Mountains at the entring into Sixteen 
Mile Walk fell and met, and ftopt the River, that it was 
dry from that place to the Ferry for a whole Day ; and 
vaft quantities of Fiih taken up, which was greatly to 
the Relief of the Diftrefled. At fellows a great Moun- 
tain fplit, and fell into the Level Land, and covered fe-r 
vera! Settlements, and deflroy'd nineteen white People. 
One of the Perfons, whofe Name was Hopkins , had his 
Plantation remov'd half a Mile from the place it for- 
merly flood ; and now good Provifions graving upon 
it. Of all Wells from a Fathom to Six or Seve<,y he Water 
flew out at the top with the great Motion oi the Earth. 
Since it has continued (baking femetimes two or three 
times in a day j fo at Night foxnetimes more, fometimes 
Ms ; but God be praifed, they are but fmall. Our Peo* 
pie fettled a Town at Leguanea fide, and there is about 
500 Graves already, and People every day a dying ftiiJ. 
I went about once to fee it, and 1 had like to have tipt 
off. Poor Capt, Wat/on was drowned. All this I do af- 

fure 



fure you is Truth ; and if I had Time, could give an 
Account of a great many more of the like. 

N°. VI. 

What you defire concerning our Earthquake in Ja- 
maica, I will anfwer as near as I can to what I law and 
heard ; Port-Royal being the place where f lived, I (hall 
begin with what I met with there. OnTuefifay the 7th of 
jHne y i6^%. betwixt Eleven and Twelve at Noon, I being 
at a Tavern, we felt the Houfe (hake, and faw the Bricks 
begin to rife in the Floor, and at the fame inflant heard 
one in the Street cry. An Earthquake. Immediately We 
run out of the Houfe, where we fiw all People with lift- 
ed up Hands begging God's Afliftancc. We continued 
running up the Street, whilft on either ftde us, we faw 
the Houfes, fome fwallowed, up , others thrown on 
Heaps ; the Sand in the Street rife like the Waves of the 
Sea ; lifting up all Perfons that flood upon it, and im- 
mediately dropping down into Pits j and at the fame 
Inftant a Flood of Water breaking in, and rowling thofe 
poor Souls over and over ,• fome catching hold of Beams 
and Rafters of Houfes,others were found in the Sand that 
appeared when the Water was drain'd away, with their 
Legs and Arms out ; we beholding this difmal Sight. 
The fmall piece of Ground whereon vSixteen or Eighteen 
of us flood (praifed be God) did not fink. As foon as 
the violent Shake was over, every Man was defirous to 
know if any part of his Family were left alive. I en- 
deavoured to go towards my Houle upon the Ruines of 
the Houfes mat were floating upon the Water, but could 
not : At length T got a Canoa, and frow'd up the great 
Sea fide towards my Houle, where I faw feveral Men 
and Women floating upon the Wreck out to Sea ; and 
as many of them as I could I took into the Boat, and dill 
row'd on till I came where I thought my Houfe had ftood, 
but could not hear of neither my Wife nor Family ; io 
returned again to that little part remaining above Water. 

But 



But feeing all People endeavouring to g«t to thfe Ifland, 
1 went amongft them, in hopes I might hear of my 
Wife, or feme part of my Fanrily, but could not. Next 
Morning I went from one Ship to another, till at length 
it pleafed God that I met with my Wife and two of my 
Negroes. I then asked her, how (he efcaped. She told 
me, when fhe felt the Houfe (hake, fhe run out, and 
cali'd all within to do the fame : She was no fooner out, 
but the Sand lifted upj and her Negro Woman grafping 
about her, they bothdropt into the Earth together; and 
at the fame inftant the Water coming in, rowfd them 
over and over, till at length they catch'd hold of a 
Beam, where they hung, till a Boat came from aSpanifti 
Veflcl and took them up. 

The Houfes from the Jews Street end to the Br e aft- 
work were all fhak'ddown , five only Eight or Ten that 
remained from the Balcony upwards above Water : And 
as fbon as the violent Earthquake was over, the Water- 
men and Sailers did not flick to plunder thofe Houfes j 
and in the time of their Plunder one or two of them 
fell upon their Heads by a fecond Earthquake, where 
they were loft. 

As fbon as the violent Shake was over, the Minifter 
defired all People to join with him in Prayer ; and 
amongft them were feveral Jews that Kneeled, and An- 
fwered as they did- Nay, I heard one fay, they were 
heard to call upon Jefus Chrift : A thing worth Obfer* 
vation. 

Several Ships aad Sloops were over-fet and loft in 
the Harbour : Amongft the reft the Swan-Frigat that 
lay by the Wharf to Careen, by the violent Motion of 
the Sea, and finking of the Wharf; was forced over the 
tops of many Houfes ; and patting by that Houfe where 
rny Lord Puke lived, part of it fell upon her, and beat 
in her Round Houfe : She did not over-fet, bur helpt 
(brae Hundreds, in laving; their Lives, 

As 
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As to the Fire-balls which you heard was fecn in the 
Air,it was a great Falfhood : For I neither faw nor heard 
(during our Months flay after the Earthquake) any 
fuch thing ; but a great and hideous rumbling was heard 
in the Mountains ,• infomuch that it frighted many Ne- 
groes I'hat had been run away fome Months from their 
Maitcrs, and made them come home, and promife not 
to run away any more. 

The Water that ifTued from the Saltpanns Ffiffslfaw 
n\y iclf, as alfo Mt.Afhhornemd one Pinnock a Quaker 
of Leguanee • it forced it's pailage out from the Hill in 
(I believe) twenty or thirty feveral places, fome more 
forcibly than others • for in eight or ten places it came 
With that Violence, that had (6 many Sluces been drawn 
up at once, they could not have run with greater force ; 
and mod of them fix or feven Yards high from the Foot 
of the Hill ; three or four of the leaft of them we oi> 
ferved were near ten or twelve yards high in the Moun- 
tain. We flood fome time in looking on this miracu- 
lous fight : At length we tafted the Water in moft of the 
places ; all which we tafted, we found to be brackifluof 
which wc could not imagine the Reafon,nor from whence 
the Water Ihould arifc : It continued running that Af- 
ternoon, all Night, till next Morning about Sun- rile, at 
which time the Salt-panns were quite overflow'd. There- 
fore you may judge it's Force in running ; for both Salt** 
panns and Mountain you know very well 

The Mountains betwixt Spanifh Town and Sixteen- 
Mile-Walk^ as the Way lies along the River, if you re- 
member, about the mid-way they are almoft perpendi- 
cular, efpecially on the other fide the River ; thoie two 
Mountains in the violent Shake of the Earthquake joined 
together, which ftopt the Paflage of the River, and for- 
ced it to feek another, which was a great way in ond 
out amongft the Woods and Savana's ; for it was Nine 
Days before the Town had any Relief from it : Info- 
much 
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much that before it came the People were in thoughts of 
removing into the Country, concluding it had been funk 
as Port-Royal was. The Mountains along the River are 
fo thrown on Heaps, that all People are forced to go by 
Guar, ah o a to Sixteen- Mile-Walk. 

The time we continued on the Ifland after the Earth- 
quake was at Mr. Boshys, who had as miraculous an 
E(cape, and his Wife, as my Wife had. He likewife 
told us, That that Afternoon, coming to his Plantation, 
he found the Ground opened in leveral places ,• and in 
one two Cows were dropt in and fmothcrcd. 

The Weather was much hotter after the Earthquake 
than before ,• and fiich an innumerable quantity of Muf- 
ketoes, that the like was never feen fince the Inhabiting 
of the Ifland. 

The Mountains at Galloes far*d no better than thofc 
of Sixteen-MileJValk • a great part of one of them 
falling down, drove all the Trees before it ; and at the 
Foot of the Mountain there was a Plantation that was 
wholly overthrown and buried in it. 

f cannot remember any thing more at prefent, that 
may be material. 

N°. VII. 

Deene^ March, zz. 169*. 

As to the Mountains in Leguamc^ they fell in federal 
places, and in fome very ftcep ; but the fteepeft Moun- 
tain that we heard fall, was that at Gallowes, which I 
heard did much Damage by it's ro wling down. 

The Water in the Streets of Port-Royal did dot fpout 
up, as you have heard. ; but in the violent Shake the 
Sand cracking and opening in fevera! places where Peo- 
ple flood, they finking into it ; the Water boiled out of 
the Sand, tiiat covcr'd many, and faved others. 

As 



As to what I writ concerning the River and Town, t 
did not fee my felf ; hut licavd by feveral hands, that it 
was eight or nine days before the River came down fa 
far as the Town. 

N*. VHI. 
Port- Royal in Jamaica, July 3. 1693. 

I^He Year ttfj>z. began' Jrt Jdmka with very dry 
and hot' Weather, which continued till May, 
when there was very blowing Weather, and much Raid 
to the end of the Month, from which time, till the time 
the Earthquake happened, ''twas efcecflfive hot, calm and 
dry ; and on TaefJay the ytii of jf#»ff, about 40 Mi- 
nutes pad Eleven 111 the Forenoon, it 'being thtn a very 
hot, clear, Sun-fhine Day, fcarcc a Cloud to be lecn in 
the Sky, or a Breath of Air to be felt, hapned that great 
Shake, (b fatal to this place, and to the whole Iflalnd, 
which for its Violence and ftrange Eflfcfts, may per- 
haps be compared with the Jjreateft, that ever yet hip- 
pened m the Wdrld, and may'as well defervc the Me- 
mory of future Ages. 

ft begm witli a imall trembling, fo as to make Peo- 
ple think there was an Earthquake, which Thoughts 
were immediately confirmed by a fecond Shake tome- 
thing ftronger, accompanied all the while with a hollow 
rumbling -Noife, alrnoft like , that of Thunder, which 
made them begin to run out of their rtoufes. But alas! 
this was but (hort Warning for them to provide fo* their 
Safety ; for at the Heels ot this Second, came the Third 
violent Shake, whicji in lefs than a Minute's time (it 
continuing near a Minute) (hook the vefy Foundation 
of Port* Royal in fuch fort, that at Icafl two parrs in three,! 
believe I mayfafely fay three parts in four,of theHouL% 
and the Ground whereon they flood, and mod part of 
thofe who inhabited them, all funk at once quite under 

iter ; and on the place which was left, and is now 
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(landing, fliook down and fliattcr'd the Houfes in (b 
violent a manner, that at our landing, it look'd more 
Jikc a Heap of Rubbiih, than any thing elfe, there being 
(I believe) fcarce one Houfc in ten left (landing, and 
thofc (o crackt and (hatter'd, that but few of them were 
fit, or thought fale to live in, and (land now empty. 
All thofc Streets which were next the Water, towards 
the Harbour-fide, where there were excellent Wharfs, 
dole to which Ships of 700 Tunn might lie and deliver 
their Loading, where were the bell Store- houfes and 
Conveniences for Merchants, where were brave (lately 
Buildings, where the Chief Men of the Place liv'd, and 
which were in all refpefts the principal parts of Port* 
Royal, now lie in Four, Six, or Eigit Fathom Water. 
That part which is now (landing, is part of the end of 
that Neck of Land which runs into the Sea, and makes 
this Harbour ( at the Extremity of which (lands the 
Fort, not Ihook down, but much (hatter'd by the 
Earthquake, and is now a perfeft Ifland ; the whole 
Neck of Land from the Port of Port- Royal now (land- 
ing, to the Pallifadoes, or other end of Port-Royal to- 
wards the Land, (which is above a quarter of a Mile) 
being quite difcontinued and loft in the Earthquake ; and 
is now alfo, with all the Houfes that flood very thick 
thereon, quite under Waters all which part or Neck of 
Land is difcontinued, (as alfo all the other parts of this 
place which funk) were, for what I can learn, nothing 
but perfect Sand, and by People driving down Timber 
and Wharfing, &c. were by little and little gained in 
time out of the Sea, which now has at once recovered 
all again ; whereby we may fee how dangerous it is 
to contend with a powerful Enemy. 

I have talkt with a few Men that came hither with 
Venables, when he Conquered this Place for Cromwel 7 
and particularly with one Czpt. fJa/s, (for whom I hap- 
pened to have a Letter from London) who all fay, that 

when 



when they came here, the place whereon Port-Royal 
was fince built, was like one of the Keys or little Iflands 
that lie ofl this Harbour, (which by the way are all 
ftanding) but continued by a fmall Ridge of Sand, which 
then juft appeared above Water, with the Land, (I mean 
the other part of the Neck of Land) and believe there is 
now as much Ground left ftanding as then. But this all 
People know, that the part of Land whereon Port- Royal 
was built, was always encreafing fince fir ft inhabited. 
But Capt./7a/j goes further, telling me, that one, whom 
he knew very well, that came here with them under 
Venalles, and who had been here lome Years before un- 
der one Jackfin, who took and plunder'd Sr. Jago, G?c. 
he very well remembers, at his coming hither, told 
him, That the Point or Place now ftanding, when he 
was here before under the faid Jackfon, was wholly fc- 
parated from Land by the Sea, (as it is at this time) 
and pointing to the Ridge of Sand above-mentioned, 
fatd, That did not appear when I was here before. And 
it is commonly faid by People here, that Ships have 
formerly faded over that part of the Neck of Land, 
now fank under Water ; tho 5 what Grounds they hive' 
for that Saying (which is common) J could never learn. 
Indeed 'tis very probable ; for already, fince the Earth- 
quake, the Sandy Ground at the Pallifadoes, or other 
fide, hath gained from the Sea fcvcral Acres. On this 
fandy Neck of Land did People build great heavy Brick 
Houfes, whofe Weight, on fb fandy a Foundation, may 
be fuppofed to contribute much to their Downfall • for 
the Ground gave way as far as the Houfes flood only, 
and no further ; part of the Fort and Pallifadoes at the 
other end of the Houfes ftanding. 

This part of Port-Royal which is now ftanding, is faid 
tt Hand upon a Rock : But alas ! the ftrange Rents and 
Teanngs of the Mountains here, diffidently evince, that 
Rocks and Sand are equally able to withftand the Force 

O z of 
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of a violent Earthquake If this place be nothing but 
Sand (as Come would have it, that are it's no Well- 
withers) it feemsflrange that the Force of the Earth- 
quake did not di/Iipate and diflblvz the very Found Jtnn 
of if, and that it did no: fall to pieces and (carter uncVr 
Water, as the reli of the place did; for the Shake was 
(o violent, that it threw People down on their Knees, 
and fbmctimes on their Faces, as they run along the 
Sirms to provide for their Safety; and it was a..very 
difficult matter to keep ones Legs. The Ground heaved 
and fwelled like a rolling (welling Sea; ('tis. a ft^r.g; 
Comparifon ; but every body here ufi^g it, I venture *o 
do fo likewife) by which means feveral Huufes now 
(landing were fhufHed and moved fame Yards from 
their places. Om whole Street (a great many Houies 
whereof are now alfo ftanding) is laid to be twice as 
broad now as before the Earthquake : and in many pla- 
ces the Ground would crackle and **pm, and *hu r quick 
and fa ft: Of which fmall Openings I have heard Major 
Kelly and others iay, they have fee- two or three hun- 
dred at one time, in fome whereof many People were 
/wallowed up; fome the Earrh caught by the middle, 
acid (queezod to Death; the Heads of- others only appea- 
red above Ground ; fome were fwallowed quire down, 
and caft up again by great Quantities of Water; others 
went down, and wefe mvzr more kzn. Thefe were the 
fmallefl Openings : Others that were m*n large, fwaJ- 
lowed upgreacHoufes ; and out offomc G*;v«gs would 
iffiie whole Rivers of Water, fpoured up. a g<eat h'.'ght 
into the Air, which feemed to threaten a DJug" to that 
part of Port- Royal i which the Earthquake feemed to fa- 
vour, accompanied with ii 1 Stenches and-cVTsnfive. Smells, 
by means of which Openings, .and.ths Vapours at 'hat 
time belcht forth from the Earth into the Air ; tne-Sfty, 
which before was clear and blue, was in a Minute s time 
becom; dull and reddifb, looking (as I have heard it 
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compared often ) like a red hot Oven: All thefe dread- 
Jul Ckcu alliances occurring at once, accompanied all the 
while w 4 r!i prodigious loud M rules from the Mountains, 
o,:caAoncd by their falling, ©V. And alio a hollow Noife 
under Ground, and People running from one place to 
another diftradtol with Fear, looking like fo many 
G:i 1H and more rckmbling the Dead than the Living, 
rend: the whole fo terrible, t,hat People (bought the De- 
volution of the whole Frame of the VV >> kJ was a hand. 
Iiukxd-'tis enough to raife melancholy Thought m a 
Man now, to fee the Chimneys and Tops of ionic Hou- 
ks, and the Malts of Ships and Sloops, which pirtak'd 
of the fame Fate, appear u'ove Water; and v/(>. ■ ?ne 
£LA comes afhorc, to feefb Ui-ny Heaps of K;ur;cs. x:\.-:~ 
ny whereof by their hrgends ijuw, tha^ once there had 
iloxi a brave H.;ufej to fee fo ' rinay Houfes fhatterd, 
ionic half fallen down, the reft dcfolate and without In- 
habitants ; to lee where Houfes have been fwallowed up, 
fome appearing half above ground, and of others the 
Chimneys only j but" above aii,io ftand on the Sea-fhore, 
and to loofe over th:*i part of the Neck of Land, which 
for "above a Qu ir:e\' of a Mile w^s quite Iwallow'd .up ; 
there, where on::; brave Streets of (lately Houfes flood , 
appearing now nxhngbjt Water, except here and there 
aChtrpuiey, aniome parts and pieces of Houfes, (cr- 
ying only to murid us of their fad Misfortune, ni*r Hsc> 
bitations for Fiih, contrary to the latent of the firft 
Builders. 

And tho' Port-Royal was (o great a Sufferer by the 
Earthquake, yet it kh more Houfes landing there, than 
in all the Ifltnd bsfides, all o/er w.uch 'tis faid to rage 
more furioufly, than at Fort-Royal , and this feems to be 
true ,• for it was fo violent in other places, that People 
could not keep their Legs, but were blentiy thrown 
down on the Ground, wh:re they lay on their Faces 
with their Arms and Legs fpread out, to prevent being 
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tumbled and thrown about by the almoft incredible Mo- 
tion of the Earth, like that as is the general Comparifon 
of a Great Sea. 

Itfcarce left a Planters Houfe or Sugar-work (landing 
all over the Ifland : I think it left not a Houfe flanding 
at Pajfagc-Fort, and but one in all Liganee, and none in 
St. Jago, except a few low Houfes built by the wary 
Spaniards. And 'tis not to be doubted, but that had 
there been 500, or 5000 Towns in Jamaica, the Earth- 
quake would have ruined every one. In feveral places 
in the Country the Earth gaped prodigioufly : On the 
North-fide, the Planters Houfes, with greatefl part of 
their Plantations, (and the Planters Houies lie not very 
near to one another) were fwallowed, Houfes, People, 
Trees, all up in one Gape ; inflead of which, appeared 
for fome time after a great Pool or Lake of Water, co- 
vering above a Thoufand Acres, which is fince dryed 
up, and now is nothing but a loofe Sand, or Gravel, 
without any the leafl Mark or Sign left, whereby one 
may judge, that there ever had flood a Tree, Houfe, or 
any thing elfe. In Clarendon PrecinQ: the Earth gaped 
and fpouted up with a prodigious Force great Quantities 
of Water into the Air, above Twelve Miles from the 
Sea ; and all over the Ifland, there were abundance of 
Gapings, or Openings of the Earth, many thoufands ; 
Marks of many whereof, which upon their clofing they 
left behind tntm, any one cannot chufe but fee, that 
goes into the Country ; and I have (een (everal. But in 
the Mountains a:t faid to be the mofl violent Shakes of 
all; md 'tis a generally received Opinion, that the near- 
er f o the Mountains, the greater the Shake ; and that 
the Caufe thereof, whatever it is, lies there. Indeed, 
m::y are flrangely torn and rent ; in r orsuch that they 
ktm co be of quite different Shapes now from what they 
wea*, efpecially the blew* and other highefl Mountains, 

ho feem to be the greatefl Sufferers; as if, for prefa- 
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ming to make Refinance againft (o firong an Enemy, 
they had fared the worfe for it ; which during the time 
of the firft great Shake, and as long as the great Shakes 
continued, which was above two Months after th: lift 
Shake (during which time the Shakes came very (trong 
and thick, fometimes two or three in an Hour) bdkw 
ed forth prodigious, loud, terrible Noifes and Eccho- 
ings, as if they were ftnfible of thole dreadful Convul- 
fions, which to raged within their Bowels, and info vi- 
olent a manner tore and rent them afunder, as if they 
complained of the Cruelties of that great ( I believe 
I may fay greateft ) Enemy to Nature ; threatning 
to cad this I (land into it's firfl Chaos, oratleaftin* 
to a new Model or Shape, different from that which 
Nature firft give it ; breaking one Mountain, and there- 
of making two or three; and joining two Mountains, 
and making thereof one, clofing up the unhappy Val- 
ley betwixt. And at Tallovoes particularly, (dme Fami- 
lies, who lived betwixt two Mountains, were fliut up 
and buried under them. 

Not far from which place part of a Mountain, after 
having made feveral Leaps or Moves, overwhelmed & 
whole Family, and great part of a Plantation lying a 
Mile off. And a large high Mountain^ near Port-mo» 
rant, near a days Journey over, is faid to be quite fwal- 
lowed up ; and in the place where it flood there is now 
a great Lake of Four or Five Leagues over. But thofe 
things happened in Lower Mountains : But in the blew 
Mountains, and its nigh Neighbours, from whence came 
thofe dreadful Roarings, terrible add amazing to ail that 
heard them, may be reafonably fa ppofed to be many 
ftrange Alterations of the like Nature : But thofe wild 
Defert places, being very rarely or never vifited by any 
body, not by Negro's themfelves, we are yet ignorant 
of what happened there j but the Aftonifting Noifes 
that came from thence, and their miferable fhatter'd Ap- 
pearance 



pearance, appearing half naked, and deprived of their 
{lately Ornaments, large afpiring Trees , and whereas 
they ufed to afford a fine green ProfpcQ\ now one half 
part of them at leaft fceming to be wholly deprived of 
their natural Verdure and ornamental Coverings in fuch 
fort, that they have not a Leaf to cover their Nakednefs, 
appearing bare and ragged, in fuch poor torn Shapes, that 
fnrely it will put any thoughtful Man into a contempla- 
tive Pofture,who (bail look at them. There one may fee, 
where the Tops of great Mountains have fallen, (weep- 
ing down all the Trees, and every th,ng in its way, 
and making a Path quite from top toboitom ; an * other 
places, which feem to be peeled, and bare a Mile toge- 
ther ; which vaft pieces of Mountains, with all the 
Trees thereon, falling together in a huddle and confu- 
ted manner, flopped up moft of the Rivers for about 
24 hours ; which afterwards, having found out new 
PafTages, brought down into the Sea, and this Harbour, 
feveral hundred thoufand Tunn of Timber, (as I have 
heard computed from the mod knowing People there) 
which would fometimes float in the Sea in fuch prodigi- 
ous Quantities, that they look'd like moving lilands. f 
have km feveral of thofe large Trees on this Shear, all 
deprived of their Bark and Branches, and generally very 
much torn by the rocky Paflages, through which, by 
the force of a falling Stream, and their own weight, they 
might be fuppofed to be driven. One great Trunk of a 
Tree particularly I have' feen amongft the reft, fo £juee- 
zed as a Sugar-cane after it has pais'd the Mill. Seme 
are of Opinion that the Mountains are funk a Iitde, and 
are noi ib high as they were: Others think the wfule 
IfimA is funk Something by the Earthquake, Port Royal 
is Lid to be funk a Foot ; and in many places in Ligante 
I have been t >ld, are Wells, which require not fo long a 
Rope n draw Water out of them now, as before the 
Earthquake, by two or three Foot j which items a 
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a fort of a demondration, that cither the Land is funk, 
or the Sea rifen, the former of which feems mod pro- 
bable. Nor are thefe all the EfTedts of the Earthquake^, 
the Water had in fame meafure its fhare as well as the 
Land .In this Harbour inPort-Royaht the time of the great 
fhake (though Seas very calm) was fuddenly railed fuch a 
ftrange Emotion in the Watcr,that immediately it fwelled 
as in a Storm, great large Waves appearing on a fudden 
rolling with fuch force that they drave moft Ships (if not 
ail) in the Harbour from their Anchors; breaking their 
Cables,to the great hazard of all of them,and to the fofs of 
fomc fmall Ships and Sloops, &c. I heard particularly 
a Maftcr of a large Ship of about 300 Tun fay, that 
he then rode with two ftrong Cables, both which this 
ftrange Violence of the Water brake in an inftant, znd 
that he thought he fliould have loft his Ship, which 
mounted as in a great Storm, &c. and fo it fared wit"? 
the reft of the Ships ; but this was fcon over, and in a 
little time all fmooth again. One Capt. Phips told me 
That he and another Gentleman happened at the tim 
of the Earthquake, to be in Liganee by the Sea- fide; 
and that at the time of the great Shake the Sea retired 
from the Land in fuch fort, that for two or three Hun- 
dred Yards the bottom of the Sea appeared dry,whcrc- 
on they faw lye feveral Fifh, fome whereof the Gentle- 
man who was with him ran and took up, and in a Mi- 
nute or two's time the Sea returned again and over- 
flowed great part of the Shoar. At TaOboufe the Sea 
is (aid-to retire above a Mile. 

*Tis thought there were loft in all Parts of the Ifland 
zooo People, and had the Shake happened in the Night, 
very few wduld have efcaped olive ; and t hole' that had, 
would in all probability have been knock'd in the Head 
by the tfegroes, and the Ifland to all intents and purpo- 
ses quite ruined. 
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Since my Arrival here I have fclt feveral fhakes ; the 
firft and greateft whereof was on Good-Friday^ it lifted 
me compieady off my Chair, and fet mc on my Legv,. 
and was faid to be a fmajl Shake ; but did not then hear 
the Noife (minding fomething elfe) which always im- 
mediately foreruns, or rather accompanies it, but have 
fince felt feveral kk Shakes, and heard the Noife often, 
which is very loud, and may be eafiiy taken, by thofe 
not ufed to hear it, for a ruftJing Wind, or for a hol- 
low rumbling Thunder ; but hath fome puffing Biaifo 
peculiar to it felf, and are moil like thofe of a Match 
made of Brimftone,when lighted, but in a much greater 
degree, and fuch as a large Magazine of Brimftonemay 
be fuppofed to make when on fire; it is alfo accompa- 
nied with a Noife, which may be pretty well imitated, 
by putting the Tongue to the Roof of the Mouth, and 
in a whifpering hollow Tone loudly pronouncing bar 9 
r r r r r, whereby it is eafiiy diftinguirtied from either 
Wind or Thunder ,• and People are generally running 
out of their Houfes before the Shake comes, and then 
the Noife Teems to come from below, and to be juft 
under ones Feet , which makes the Trembling of the 
Earth more terrible than otherwife it would be. It is 
obfervabie that every fmall Shake is kit on Ship- board 
as fenfibly as on Shoar, the Water fhaking as well as the 
Land, 

It is likewife obferved, that in Windy Weather there 
never comes a fhake, but in very Calm Weather is al- 
ways expe&ed, and ufually comes accordingly (though 
of late has difappointed us often, fo that now we never 
exped them.) And this Obfervation hath held true 
in every fhake that hath happened fince my being here, 
and (as is faid by the moll Curious, and indeed all Peo- 
ple here ) in ^v^y fhake that hath happened fince the 
iirft great one, 
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Tis obferved, that sfter Pvain they are generally 
fmarter than at other times, which may be from the 
Shutting up of the Pores of the Earth, whereby the 
force is more pent in, and hath not fo free a Paflage to 
perfpire and fpend it Mf> &c. 

Shakes often happen in the Country, not kit at Port- 
Roy at; and fbmetimes are felt by thofe that live in and 
at the foot of the Mountains, and by no body elfe. 

'Tis obferved, that fmce the Earthquake, the Land- 
breezes often fail us, and inftead thereof, the Sea-breezes 
often blow all Night, a thing rarely known before, but 
fmce common. 

In Port-Royal, and in many Places all over the Ifland, 
much Sulphureous,Combuftible Matter hath been found, 
fuppofed to have been thrown out, upon the opening of 
the E#rth, which upon the firft toucii of Fire would 
flame and burn like a Candle, 

What may be the Caufe of this Earthquake, or how 
deep the Caufe may be in the Earth, &c. from feme 
foregoing Gircumftances, a wife Mao may give a near 
guefs at : But why the Earth fliould ftiake for a quarter 
of a Minute, and then ftand flill for fix, or feven, or tm 
Days, then (hake again, and Co continue to (hake now 
and then by fits ; or why fhakes fliould happen in calm 
frill Weather, and rarely or never in Windy or Raioy 
Weather, which from a ftridt Obfervation is a certain 
truth, feem to be difficult Queflions. 

St. Chriftophers, one of the Caribee Iflands, was here- 
tofore much troubled with Earthquakes, which upon an 
Eruption of a great Mountain there of Combuftibie 
Matter, which ftill continues, wholly ccas'd, and have 
never been felt there fincej wherefore many expe£t 
fome 4uch Eruption in fome of the Mountains there , 
though we hope there is no neceffity for it ; the {hakes 
having been obferved to lofe their force, and to become 
weaker and weaker ever fince the firft Fatal one ; and 'tis 
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now fo long ftnce we have heard any, except now and 
then one fo weak as fcarce to be felt, that we have great 
hopes they will foon quite ceafe. 

After the great fhakc, thofe People that efcaped (as 
many as could ) got on board the Ships in the Harbour, 
where many continued about two Months after ; the 
fhafres all that time being fo vioIenr,and corning fo thick, 
fometi cries two or three in an hour's time, accompanied 
with frightful Noifes, both from under the Earth, and 
from the continual falling and breaking of the Moun- 
tains, that they dared not come a-fhoarc. Others went 
to the place called KingBovon (or by others KiBcown) 
where, from the firft clearing of the Ground, and from 
bad Accommodations, then Hurts built with Bougfts,and 
not fufficient to keep out Rain, which in great and am 
unufual manner followed the Earthquake, lying wet, 
and wanting Medicines, and all Conveniences, §fc. they 
dyed miferably in heaps. Indeed there was a general 
Sicknefs (fuppoftd to proceed from the hurtful Vapours 
belch'd from the many openings of the Earth ) all over 
the Ifland, to general, that few efcaped being fick; and 
'tis thought it (wept away in all Parts of the Ifland 3000 
Souls,- the greateft part from KingBown only, yet an un- 
healthy Place. Befides, the great quantities of dead Peo 
pie floating from one fide of the Harbour to the other , 
as the Sea and Land-breezes blew them, fometimes ico 
or 200 in a heap, may be thought to add fomething to 
the Unhealthfulnefs of this Place. 

I have now given you the beft Account I can of the 
Earthquake, which I was forced to pick up from feve- 
ral People, wherein, neverthefefs, I have been as cau- 
tious, that I believe I have not wrote any thing but 
what is real and true. 
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